BIBLE THEMES 
Essential Truths 
Given to Inform and Transform


GLORY  The central theme of the Bible is the Glory of God, His gracious self-revelation of the infinite perfections of His eternal being and His infinite worthiness to be known and loved and worshiped and obeyed with all of our heart and soul and mind and strength.  God reveals Himself as a triune being existing as one God, comprised of three divine persons; God the Father – God the Son - God the Holy Spirit, who are self-existent, self-sufficient, self-determining, infinitely good, infinitely wise, infinitely powerful, infinitely joyful; who exist together in an eternal love relationship and are eternally happy within that relationship. And although God reveals innumerable attributes of His being to us throughout the 66 books which make up the Bible, there is not a more prominent theme in the Bible than that of the glory of His grace. 

GRACE   The term grace as used in the Bible describes how God freely and joyfully displays His goodness and wisdom and power, in and through His creation, for mankind’s eternal joy and pleasure and satisfaction in relationship with Him and one another. 

God’s purpose in creation was for magnifying the glory of His grace. The Bible begins with God speaking into existence the heavens (universe) and the earth which would be the theater – the stage in which God would begin to reveal His beauty and wisdom and goodness and power. The earth would be filled with awesome wonders of nature – majestic mountains – pristine rivers – colorful forests and gardens filled with unique forms of animal and plant life - vast oceans teaming with innumerable forms of sea life – starlit skies filled throughout the day with colorful birds of all sorts – all proclaimed by God to be good; all graciously provided by God for man to rule over, protect and fully and freely enjoy under God’s loving authority.    

God, in creating mankind, both male and female in His image and likeness, creates us as rational-relational-emotional-communicative-volitional (having a will) active beings. He does so that we could share in His glorious existence, enjoying His abundant goodness; not as divine equals, but as  beloved children; the glad and thankful recipients of all of the joys and pleasures and delights that an infinitely good,  wise,  powerful, eternally  happy, Holy and just God would graciously give to those who would love Him and trust in His love by obeying His laws and commands.  Essentially, God created us to enjoy us enjoying Him. 

[bookmark: _Hlk29984235]RIGHTEOUSNESS    The Bible reveals that God created mankind upright or righteous, having a nature and character consistent with God’s, thus able to live in God’s immediate presence, knowing only fulness of joy and eternal pleasure and delight, as beings imaging the righteousness of God; our thoughts would be consistent with God’s thoughts, our desires consistent with God’s desires, our affections consistent with God’s affections, and our will and ways consistent with God’s will and ways. 

Adam and Eve, the first man and women, were each created as immortal spirits. However, unlike God, they would reside in a physical body through which they would image the beauty and excellencies of God. It is through our spirit that we would relate most intimately to God. Through our body, which would be controlled by our spirit, we would interact with and enjoy one another, and the glorious world of nature God created and called good. 

God graciously institutes marriage between the man and the women as the relationship through which each would find great joy and delight in one another, second only to the joy and delight they would have in knowing and loving and being loved by God. They would enjoy both emotional and physical intimacy, and through that intimacy experience the overwhelming delight of bringing forth children, filling the earth with image bearers of God.

As image bearers of God, they would know perfect peace and harmony with God and with one another, as well as with all God created and called good. All their physical needs would be graciously supplied. It appears, however, that they would have enjoyable and satisfying work that would magnify the glory of God in His creation. They would not suffer hunger nor thirst nor pain nor lack of any kind. They would experience neither fear nor anxiety, anger nor depression, nor guilt nor shame. They were surrounded with the beauty and the abundance of God’s good creation to freely enjoy under God’s loving authority. 
Because God is Holy, righteous, and good, He will require men to live the same way – in perfect obedience to his laws and commandments which are expressions of His righteousness and given for man’s eternal good.   Adam and Eve’s willingness to obey – to submit to God’s rightful authority over their lives as their creator - would be tested. And the result of that test would impact not only Adam and Eve, but all humanity that would proceed from them.  

REBELLION – Mankind, represented by Adam and Eve, would have their faith in God’s love and grace tested by a being who had ironically already rebelled against God’s purpose for and rule over his life – the one identified in Revelation Chapter 12 as “the serpent, called the Devil and Satan”.  God would forbid Adam and Eve from eating the fruit of only one of the innumerable trees in the garden paradise man lived in with God. The penalty for disobedience would be death – the forfeiture of the glorious life with God for which they were created. The serpent proceeds to convince them that in their eating of the fruit God had forbidden, they would not die, but would become like God, with the freedom and ability to do whatever they want, whenever they want, however they want; accountable to no one – just like God.  Adam and Eve believe the serpent’s lie over the word of God, eat of the fruit, and in doing so commit cosmic treason, joining Satan and his demons in their rebellion against God’s purpose for and rule over their lives. 
This is what the Bible refers to as sin, and sin and God’s expression of His hatred of sin, will be a common theme throughout the Bible and human history. 

Adam and Eve in their sin become unrighteous, their nature and character now corrupted to where they are no longer fit to live in the presence of a Holy God. All of the human race that would proceed from them to this day, would be born with a similar nature and character; hostile toward God’s rule over our lives and thus cut off from the glorious life with God for which man was created, experiencing what is referred to as “spiritual death”.  

Being spiritually dead, Adam and his descendants will have no desire or ability or means of their own to ever be reconciled and restored to the glorious relationship with God for which they (and we) were created. If we are ever to be restored, it will have to be at God’s initiative and in God’s power and grace. 

JUDGEMENT  God, in cutting Adam and Eve off from the life with Him for which they were created, banishes them into a world – a reality - that will be corrupted by their sin and the sin of their descendants. They and their descendants (us) will live out their lives on an earth that is cursed by God and destined for destruction. Nature itself would be impacted by man’s sin as God will curse the earth with plagues, famines, dangerous animals, and natural disasters. All that God created for man to enjoy will turn against man, just as man has turned against God.

The course of their/our life will primarily be one of hardship, pain, sorrow, frustration, futility, suffering and conflict; ending in physical death and final judgement. Our existence in this now sin cursed world will be comforted only by the grace of God displayed providentially throughout human history, and in God’s promise of a redeemer – “the seed of the women” - by whom God will graciously provide a just means for men and women to be forgiven of their sin and rebellion, and restored  to the glorious relationship with God for which we were created.   

The Bible reveals in the New Testament book of Romans (Romans 1:18-27), that in our unrighteousness and ungodliness, we live as if God doesn’t exist, pursuing our joy and pleasure, our happiness and wellbeing, in everything and everyone but God.  Thus, God gives us over to the corrupting power of sin on our bodies (deviance, disease, and death) and on our mind and heart. We are told that He has given us over to a “reprobate mind” – a mind that has no desire to glorify, honor or obey God. The Bible tells us that the heart of man (the core of man’s being) is now “deceitful and desperately wicked”; so much so that we cannot even know how wicked we really are (Jeremiah 17:9). It is a heart that is centered on self rather than on God, and thus will produce only vile passions and disordered desires resulting in man worshiping (pursuing our joy, our pleasure, our fulfillment, our security) in the sin-corrupted creation rather than the infinitely glorious Creator.  

Our reprobate condition is displayed most clearly in the corrupted and chaotic societies we establish. It is displayed daily in our love for and pursuit of things, relationships and activities that could never satisfy the deepest needs and desires of our hearts, and which ultimately lead to further corruption. 
It is displayed in our selfishness and pride as well as our covetousness and lust for power, which ultimately lead to hatred, prejudice, violence, crime, and war. 

We see early in human history, God’s worldwide judgement during Noah’s day due to violence overwhelming the earth and God’s local judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah for unbridled sexual deviancy. Yet the glory of God’s grace will be revealed most clearly throughout the Old Testament in His relationship with Israel, the nation through which He will reveal His glory and ultimately through whom He will send the promised “seed.”  However, Israel will over and over spurn His grace, resulting in God’s judgement on them as a nation. In their spurning of God’s grace, they prove mankind’s need of a redeemer, the promised “seed” who can turn their hearts back to God and restore the glory of creation. Apart from God’s fulfillment of His gracious promise of a savior, man will only know God’s justice and judgement on the evil of this present world, a judgement will continue forever in Hell for those who continue to oppose God’s rule over their lives to their final breath. 

REPENTANCE – Throughout the Bible we read of God’s call to repentance, for men to turn from their sin and rebellion and trust in His goodness and grace. This call to repentance is first made by God to Cain before he murdered his brother Abel. It was made to the people of Noah’s day prior to the flood and through the prophets of the Old Testament. In the New Testament, John the Baptist, the Apostles of Jesus and most importantly Jesus Himself, all call for men to repent and be restored, through faith in Jesus, to the glorious life with God for which we were created.  

When the Bible talks about repentance it is not just talking about being sorrowful for our offenses against a Holy God and then promising not to continue in them (although it includes that). True repentance requires that we turn from our self-centered/man-centered/world-centered lifestyle; to a lifestyle that is centered on God and His Kingdom, wherein knowing and loving and being loved by God becomes more important to us than anything else in this world; wherein knowing and doing His will becomes a delight and not a duty; wherein our heart embraces Him alone as  the object of our deepest love and the source of our greatest joy. 

REDEMPTION/RECONCILLIATION  This refers to God’s eternal plan to display and magnify His grace in providing a means – the only means - by which sinful men and women and children can be justly and freely  forgiven of their  sins, rescued from an eternity in Hell and reconciled to the glorious relationship with God for which we were created.

It is a plan put into action by God immediately after Adam’s sin wherein God promises the “seed of the women”, a cryptic reference to the Messiah Jesus. God then, instead of putting Adam and Eve to death, graciously clothes their corrupted naked bodies in the skins of animals that God kills in their place. This plan is increasingly revealed throughout the Old Testament through the prophetic writings and through the sacramental system God would establish in Israel.


God establishes a relationship with a man named Abraham. It is through Abraham’s offspring that the promised “seed” would come. Years later, God establishes a relationship with a nation of Abraham’s offspring which God would call Israel. And it is within that relationship God will reveal – dramatize - just how alienated from and how hostile mankind is toward God, and thus how God Himself must save us from ourselves, and initiate reconciliation and restoration if men are to escape His judgement.  

God graciously initiates this relationship with Israel by supernaturally rescuing them from 400 years of slavery to Egypt and takes them to a land He previously promised to Abraham and his descendants.  God will dwell with them and bless them above all the nations of the earth as the nation through which He will reconcile the other nations to Himself – ultimately sending the promised “seed” through whom He will not only redeem Israel, but also all believing men and women from all the nations of the earth.  

God’s promise to dwell with Israel and bless them is conditioned on Israel’s total obedience to His laws and commands. He graciously provides a means of “atonement” for their disobedience to His law through a priesthood and sacramental system wherein God would cover their acts of disobedience through the death of an animal substitute. This system pointed to the coming of the promised seed (Jesus) who would substitute Himself to pay the penalty required by God for our sins.  

Despite experiencing God’s supernatural protection and provision; despite His abundant material blessings; despite massive displays of His patience, mercy and grace in the midst of their rebellious behaviors;  despite prophetic warnings to repent or experience God’s judgement; and despite experiencing the severity of that judgement; Israel, as a nation, never obeys God.  They never display the faith in His greatness and goodness and the glory of His grace that God requires for reconciliation.  

This sets the stage for the entry into human history of the promised “seed”, who through His perfectly obedient life, His sacrificial atoning death on a Roman cross and His miraculous resurrection, will accomplish everything necessary to rescue sinful men and women from the Hell they justly deserve and reconcile them to the glorious relationship with God for which they were  created.   As the New Testament begins, the promised seed will be revealed as God the Son, Jesus Christ. And in God will declare to be righteous, worthy of inclusion in God’s forever family, all who repent of their sin and entrust their lives to Jesus as savior and submit to Him as Lord.   This will be the ultimate expression of God’s grace, the defining act of God’s love (John 3:16)

REGENERATION   The Bible makes it clear that in our rebellious/spiritually dead condition, no one will repent or believe or submit to Jesus, unless God enables them to do so by supernaturally changing them at the core of their being – their heart. Thus, Jesus tells us that we “must be born again” (John 3:3) – regenerated – graciously restored to spiritual life through the work of God the Holy Spirit, whom Jesus would send after His resurrection. When one is “born again” the Holy Spirit enters the heart of that person to convict them of their sin and their need for a savior - revealing to them Jesus as that Savior, and granting them the faith to entrust their lives to Him.  At the same time, the Holy Spirit immediately creates in those who will become God’s people, a new heart, with new affections, desires and longings that are centered on God as the object of their deepest love and source of their greatest joy.  (Ezekiel 36:24-27). 

RESTORATION/RESURRECTION - Upon being “born again”, we begin to enter into a process of being fully restored to the glorious relationship with God for which we were created; a process the Bible refers to as “sanctification.”  Those who have been born again are both responsible for and enabled by the Holy Spirit to renew their minds to God’s truth as it is revealed in the Bible.  Through this process of sanctification, we are progressively restored to the righteous nature and character of God as it is revealed in Jesus Christ. Thus, we are to continue to pursue a relationship with God through the study of His word, through prayer, and through regularly gathering with the “people of God” to help and encourage one another in our efforts to live for the glory of God.   

As we progress in sanctification, our thoughts become increasingly consistent with God’s thoughts; our desires increasingly consistent with God’s desires; our affections increasingly consistent with God’s affections; our priorities increasingly consistent with God’s priorities, and our will increasingly submitted to God’s will.  

Upon our physical death, our spirit goes to be with God, while our dead bodies go into the grave.  Upon our death, we are immediately welcomed by Jesus into Heaven and are instantly transformed into the fullness of Christlikeness in our nature and character (1 John 3:2). From that point forward, we will remain forever in the gracious presence of God, free from sin and all its consequences and free from any temptation to sin; enjoying God and one another in ways we cannot conceive of or imagine while in this world.

At the time of Jesus’ second coming, which could occur at any moment, He will judge this present evil world, consigning Satan and all who have followed him in his rebellion against God, to an eternity in what the Bible refers to as the “Lake of Fire”.  The entire physical creation will be restored to the beauty and perfection in which it was created, including man, as at that time our physical bodies will be reunited with our spirit in the perfection of being God intended. 

The restored creation is referred to in the Old Testament book of Isaiah and in the New Testament book of Revelation as the “new heavens and new earth.”  There, people from every age of human history and every nation, ethnic group and language, who in faith had entrusted  their lives to God the Son, Jesus Christ, while in this world, will reside forever with Him, as well as with God the Father, God the Holy Spirit and the holy angels.  They will once again, by the grace of God, perfectly image the righteousness of God and thus there will be no sin, no suffering, no death; only fullness of joy and pleasures forevermore in the unmediated presence of our great and gracious Savior Jesus who, along with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit, will be the object of our deepest love and source of our greatest joy – forever.  
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